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FISH & BOAT COMMISSION

12/15/2025
SOUTHERN LANCASTER COUNTY FARMER-SPORTSMEN’S ASSOCIATION
DISTRICT OFFICER SCHMIDT
» GENERAL

¢ 2026 Quarterly Board of Commissioner Meetings
— January 26, 2026 - April 27, 2026 - July 27, 2026 - October 26, 2026

The 27" WCO Training Cadet Class To Graduate July 2026

» LAW ENFORCEMENT
= Mandatory PFD Wear — November 1 — April 30: All Canoeists And Kayakers, Boats Under 16’
—Must Wear PFD At ALL Times.
= Violations
— 11/1 @ Susquehanna River Blue Rock Access
— 11/2 @ Columbia River Park
— 11/8 & Muddy Run Lake
Ensure United States Coast Guard Approval Of PFD
» FISHING
11/2 Bass In Possession/On Stringer — Susquehanna River @ Safe Harbor — No Possession Since 2011
v" LICENSE DISPLAY: Per the Commissioner’s January 28, 2020, Meeting:
Under the amendment to Section 63.2 (PA Title 58), the outer garment display requirement will
be replaced with a general possession requirement, which would require only that an angler
carry the license on their person while fishing and present the license to a PFBC law
enforcement officer upon request. Irrespective — Fishing License Display Is Encouraged/Facilitates
A Less Intrusive Law Enforcement Interaction For Compliance
Fishing License - Issuance Discrepancies — Please Report To The PFBC - Misinformation -
Misalignment, Etc.
2026 Fishing License Fee = $27.97
W/Trout Stamp = 27.97 + 14.97 = $42.94
Senior Resident Lifetime = $86.97
* Trout Season — Opening Day: Saturday, April 4™, 2026.
= Mentored Youth: Saturday, March 28th, 2026 — Clubs May Want To Consider Purchase Of
Youth Fishing License Vouchers [$2.97] For Distribution.
= STOCKING SCHEDULE POSTED ON THE PFBC WEBSITE AS OF 2/1/2026
= CLUBS/INDIVIDUALS INTERESTED IN FLOAT STOCKING — CONTACT OFFICER

SCHMIDT -jeschmidt@pa.gov

The Mission Of The Pennsylvania Fish And Boat Commission Is To Protect, Conserve, And Enhance The
Commonwealth’s Aquatic Resources And Provide Fishing And Boating Opportunities.



STOCKED TROUT WATERS — POSTING — PURPLE PAINT LAW — LOOK FOR PFBC
STOCKED TROUT WATERS SIGNAGE
— Club Consideration To Construct/Install Stocking Access Point Signage On Any
Select PFBC Stocked Trout Water
CONSTELLATION [Former Exelon] - MUDDY RUN LAKE — STOCKED TROUT WATERS
OPEN TO YEAR- ROUND FISHING [Summary Page 23] — Stocked On 10/3/2025 — Minimal
Fall Fishing Pressure/Creel Limit = 3 Trout
Ice Fishing Safety: Minimum Of 4 Thickness - Refer To:
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/fishandboat/fishing/basics/ice-fishing.html
& PA Outdoors New 12/6/2024 Edition
Effective 1/8/2025 Constellation Has Restricted Ice Fishing On Muddy Run Lake
— Constellation Recreation Survey: Club Members Are Encouraged To Complete The
Survey @ https://arcg.is/1L.vT440
— Constellation @ Conowingo Dam — Fish Lift Trap & Transport
Columbia River Park American Shad & Alewife Release Information:
April 26 — 154 American Shad and 6 Alewife
April 28 — 77 American Shad
June 1 — 27 American Shad
June 4 — 12 American Shad
June 6 — 43 American Shad and 5 Alewife
June 7 — 22 American Shad
June 8 — 18 American Shad

Reports Available:
USFWS @ Susquehanna River Fish Passage | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

SRBC @ Susquehanna River Anadromous Fish Restoration Cooperative

= Fish-For-Free Days — Sunday May 24 & Fourth of July [Saturday]
= Speedwell Forge Lake — Big Bass Regs. Presently In Place — Summary Page 11

*  Walleye — Closes March 14" — Season Re-opens On May 2"¢

» BOATING
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=> Watercraft: Aquatic Invasive Species Vessel Sanitation Requirements Per Law/Refer To
Summary Page #25

=>» Abandoned Boats — To Be Reported To The PFBC W/In 5 Days Of Loss — 2025
Reintroduction Of House Bil 2531 Legislation To Empower PFBC To Establish Rules &
Regulations For Abandoned Derelict Vessels, To Include Enhanced Law Enforcement
Authority & Increased Penalties. Tabled 10/2/2024
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2023 &sind=0&body=H&typ
e=B&bn=2531

USCG AUXILIARY - Flotilla 19-4 Boating Safety Courses/Dates & Venues TBD

PFBC Boating Safety Course @ Columbia Crossing — Date TBD

Boating Safety — Encourage Paddlers To Recreate In Pairs/Groups

CLUB PONDS ARE COMMONWEALTH WATERS — ALL BOATING LAWS &

REGULATIONS APPLY, .LE. MOST IMPORTANTLY PFD’S/LIFEJACKETS.
—> April 4" 2021 Easter Sunday Fatality On Private Pond/Martic Township

The Mission Of The Pennsylvania Fish And Boat Commission Is To Protect, Conserve, And Enhance The
Commonwealth’s Aquatic Resources And Provide Fishing And Boating Opportunities.
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v National Safe Boating Week — May 16-22, 2026
o https://safeboatingcampaign.com/resources/national-safe-boating-week-press-release/
v’ National Fishing & Boating Week — June 6 -June 14 2026:
https://www.takemefishing.org/how-to-fish/when-to-fish/national-fishing-and-boating-week/
Lower Susquehanna River Hotline at 1-844-430-FLOW (3569)
https://safewaters.com/facility/safe-harbor
https://safewaters.com/facility/holtwood

= Livery Operators — Any Business Entity Renting A Boat Is Responsible To Provide Safety
Instruction.
=> If You Rent A Boat Anywhere In The Commonwealth And A Safety
Briefing/Orientation Is Not Conducted, Please Report Same To The PFBC.

» ENVIRONMENTAL
% Chesapeake Bay Agreement: https://www.chesapeakebay.net/files/documents/CBWA-2025-1V-
Final-Facing.pdf
< Non-Native Fish Landed In Willow Valley Pond On Saturday November 8" — Common
Plecko/Suckermouth Catfish — A Tropical Fish
% LCCD WQVC: LANCASTER COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT WATER QUALITY
VOLUNTEER COALITION- If Interest To Assist W/Water Quality Monitoring/Contact:

https://lancasterwatersheds.org/volunteer/

ALLIANCE FOR THE BAY — PROJECT CLEAN STREAM
https://www.allianceforthebay.org/project/project-clean-stream/
=>» Clubs Are Encouraged To Participate In This Initiative
= Pollution Hotline: 1-855- FISH-KIL (347-4545)
= Reporting Pollution To DEP: 1-800-541-2050 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week)
= Lancaster County Conservation District — [717] 299-5361

» EDUCATION/LOCAL INFORMATION/EVENTS
* PA Farm Show/PFBC Exhibit: January 10 - 17
» Great American Outdoor Show — February 7%- 15
Officer Schmidt/Saturday 2/7: 9:00 — 2:00 & Monday 2/9: 3:00 — 7:00
= The Fly-Fishing Show — Lancaster: March 14 & 15
https://flyfishingshow.com/lancaster-pa/
= Ongoing — Reference PFBC Website Home Page For Current Information

Programs: contact PFBC Southeast Regional Educator Andy Desko at 1-215-968-3631 For Educational
Programs. i.e., Family Fishing Programs, Boating Education courses.
=  Officer Schmidt Is Available, Consistent With Duty Schedule For Civic, School & Boating

Safety Programs. jeschmidt@pa.gov

The Mission Of The Pennsylvania Fish And Boat Commission Is To Protect, Conserve, And Enhance The
Commonwealth’s Aquatic Resources And Provide Fishing And Boating Opportunities.
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